
Arts & Entertainment

THE PALO ALTO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
AND THE PALO ALTO WEEKLY
are pleased to announce the

30TH ANNUAL
TALL TREE AWARDS

Honoring
OUTSTANDING CITIZEN
CAROLYN TUCHER

FOR RESERVATIONS AND INFORMATION
Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce

(650) 324-3121

5:30-7:00 p.m. Silent Auction  

7:00-9:00 p.m. Dinner and Program

Online registration: www: PaloAltoChamber.com

April 16, 2009
Crowne Plaza Cabaña
4290 El Camino Real

Mediterranean Ballroom

OUTSTANDING NON-PROFIT
ABILITIES UNITED

OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONAL
CARROLL HARRINGTON

OUTSTANDING BUSINESS
MING’S

Lose 2 - 5 Pounds
Per Week!

“I’m fi tting into clothes I 
haven’t worn in years.”

–Cindy A., Palo Alto

The Jumpstart Program Includes:
Regular Visits with Doctors

Nutrition Education with Real Food
Safe and Effective Medication

Emotional Support
Remarkable Health Benefits

Our Guidance.
Your Success.

Mountain View
Redwood City

Millbrae

Call Now (650) 396-7802
www.jumpstartmedicine.com

Dr. Sooji Rugh, MD Dr. Sean Bourke, MD

MEDICAL 
WEIGHT LOSS

The beat on the street
Palo Altans seek performers for World Music Day

by Ashley Ramirez

W orld Music Day is sched-
uled to take over the street 
corners of University Ave-

nue in Palo Alto on the longest day 
of the year, June 21.

Musicians will perform free con-
certs in a wide range of musical 
genres: jazz, Latin, opera, pop, rock 
and others. The vision for World 
Music Day has 30 to 40 musicians 
and bands performing in about 20 
locations from 5 to 8 p.m. Palo Alto 
residents Claude Ezran and Olana 
Hirsch Khan, members of the city’s 
Human Relations Commission, are 
leading the organization.

World Music Day started in France 
27 years ago and quickly spread to 
other countries. It’s held on the same 
date every year; nearby cities cel-
ebrating this day include Woodside, 
San Francisco and Oakland.

After Ezran attended a World Mu-
sic Day festival in London last year, 
he thought this would be a perfect 
idea for Palo Alto. He quickly grew 
fond of all the types of music, the 
enthusiasm from the crowds and the 
mix of cultures.

“We are encouraging diversity, 
variety of music, music from differ-
ent countries,” Ezran said. “We’re 
looking for musicians both amateur 
and professional, volunteers and do-
nations.”

On March 16, the Palo Alto City 

Council unanimously supported the 
establishment of World Music Day 
and decided to waive all permit fees 
for the event.

“I’d just like to not only commend 
it for its intrinsic value in music, but 
also for the underlying value it has 
to building a multicultural commu-
nity,” Councilman Pat Burt said.

Councilman Sid Espinosa added 
his approval, saying, “I want to see 
this be a huge success, one we do 
year after year.”

Ezran is hoping to attract a dozen 
volunteers to help with the organi-
zation and managing of the bands 
prior to and on the day of the event. 
Musicians will not be paid to play, 
but will be given the opportunity for 
exposure, he said.

 Donations are also welcome, to 
go toward more marketing and ad-
vertising for the occasion, Ezran 
said. He noted that he wasn’t yet 
sure what the event’s entire budget 
would be.

So far, some of the event spon-
sors are the Palo Alto Chamber of 
Commerce, Palo Alto Downtown 
Business and Professional Associa-
tion, News for Chinese, Palo Alto 
Weekly and Palo Alto Online.

Musicians already scheduled to 
perform include Aodh Og O Tuama 
and Christy Martin of the Celtic, 
folk and world music band Four 

Shillings Short. They are also both 
part of the organizing committee.

Ezran and Khan say World Music 
Day presents a great opportunity 
for the Palo Alto community. The 
event is free and has a good chance 
to bring in extra revenue to down-
town businesses, Ezran said. Under 
the plan, University Avenue will not 

be closed off — musicians will per-
form on the corners and sidewalks.

“Everyone can use a little fun 
right now,” he said enthusiastically. 
“This is good for families and kids; 
it’s not too late in the evening.”

Ezran, who referred to the event 
as “Christmas caroling on a grander 
scale,” says he plans to measure the 

success by comparing crowds and 
asking for feedback and what to im-
prove on in hopes of continuing the 
festival in 2010.

For more information, or to apply 
to perform or volunteer, go to www.
pamusicday.org or e-mail Ezran 
and Khan at pamusicday@gmail.
com. 

Claude Ezran is one of the lead organizers planning to bring World Music Day, a free festival of concerts, to 
downtown Palo Alto in June.
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