Editorial

‘World Music Day’
deserves an encore
Downtown Palo Alto event draws thousands
for a relaxed, easy-listening time and
was a great way to begin the vacation season

I

t seemed seamless, natural and as if it just sort of happened — at
least to everyone except the volunteers who were behind the organizing and preparing for the 5 to 8 p.m. musical occupation of
downtown Palo Alto last Sunday.

The first “World Music Day” in Palo Alto drew an unknown
number of visitors, but the sidewalks were crowded for blocks as
several thousand at least showed up on a perfect evening to hear
40 different musicians or musical groups play a huge range of
music representing worldwide traditions, from Klesmer to Celtic
and Chinese to American jazz and folk.
The event was the creation of Claude Ezran, 53, a high-tech
executive, member of the city’s Human Relations Commission,
native of France and past candidate for the Palo Alto Board of
Education — he has two children in Palo Alto schools.
But this event emanated from his eclectic love of music.
Ezran witnessed a similar event in London and decided it
would fit well in Palo Alto. The concept originated in France
in 1982 and has spread around Europe, Ezran recounts. Despite
early skepticism, with the help of a group of enthusiastic
volunteers and several co-sponsors (including the Weekly) the
event took on shape and substance.
There were no street closures, but cars easing their way down
University were just a minor nuisance and a modest hazard.
The good mood of musicians and attendees alike overrode the
occasional engine noise. Restaurants, many with doors wide
open, were either full or doing a brisk business.
There were important differences between this event and the
“Palo Alto Promenade” experiment of July 20, 2007. In that case,
University was closed to traffic on a Friday afternoon rather than
a quiet Sunday evening, causing major traffic jams. The street
also was closed for many hours due to construction of elaborate
sound stages.
Despite its “learning experience” flaws, the Promenade was a
success for those who experienced it. People enjoyed sauntering
down the street devoid of its usual traffic.
This time there were no stages, musicians were unpaid except
for donations from passersby, and most music was acoustical or
boosted a bit by small musician-owned amplifiers. That means
the street need only be closed a minimal amount of time and
on a non-commute day — not at the end of a week when tired
drivers are struggling to get home.
By all means, bring World Music Day back next year, and
in collaboration with downtown merchants close off University
during the event. It was a great beginning last Sunday and it
deserves an encore.

Why is defining ‘torture’
such a hard challenge?

T

he announcement this week of an upcoming forum (June 26 and
27) to discuss torture — and specifically why a recent study
found that many regular churchgoers are prone to support the
use of torture under certain circumstances — has launched a vigorous
debate on the Town Square forum.

The debate is an open discussion that shows how deeply, and
sometimes personally, some people feel about the subject. It illustrates the complexities involved it what many feel should be a
simple definition.
Only one poster, ironically, raised the issue of whether Jesus
himself would ever condone torture, in any form or for any purpose. We think not. But it’s nothing new for followers of a religion to ignore the fundamental teachings of those they profess to
revere, whether it be Christ or Mohammed or Buddha.
The forum, “Torture Is a Moral Issue,” starts Friday, June 26,
at 7:30 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 1140 Cowper St.,
and continues Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the First United
Methodist Church, 625 Hamilton Ave.
Opening a dialogue on torture at this stage in our nation’s history is appropriate, when our moral reputation worldwide has
been sullied by an ill-conceived redefinition of the brutal, and
brutalizing, practice. We hope those engaged in the online discussion attend the forum, then log back in to continue the online
discussion in a fully informed manner.
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Listening to students
Editor,
From my perspective it is critical
that parents, school administrators
and mental-health professionals
in our community listen closely to
what our youths are telling us when
they commit or attempt to commit
suicide.
The first step in any policy planning to address this crisis is to listen
closely to what the students’ actions
tell us about their own lives.
A comprehensive, confidential
survey of high school students’ experiences, goals and values, designed
with their input, should be the next
step in planning for systemic policy
changes in the future.
A second assessment is required
by parents, school administrators
and community leaders. A close
examination, an introspection, of
the powerful roles they play in each
student’s life is essential. This may
not be easy. It may be uncomfortable. It may be excruciating. It is
imperative.
Palo Alto’s students belong first
and foremost to themselves. They
alone will live their lives. They
alone will learn the harsh lessons
life holds for them. They alone will
suffer the consequences of their
mistakes and learn from them. They
alone will wake up each morning
and make decisions that will define
themselves.
Whether they are aware of it or
not, the students alone have the
power to shape their lives.
It is by listening to what our students have to tell us, by their actions
and their words, that we will be in
the best position offer them the wisdom they need to go on their way.
Trudi Clifton-Vizvary, MSW
The Listening Post
San Jose State University

Nasty non-natives
Editor,
The 2009 “Peninsula Images”
Weekly Photo Contest winner is a
beautiful photograph, unfortunately
it is not a picture of cat tails, it is
jubata grass, an invasive non-native
that is displacing our native coastal
vegetation.
This is a slow-motion disaster for
the ecosystem of the Peninsula.
Photographs of disasters in the
making may be beautiful but they
should be labeled what they are.
Paul Heiple
California Invasive Plant Coucil
San Mateo County
Weed Management Area

Bike gripes
Editor,
Marie-Louise Stanley-Bell (Letters, June 19) asks how decisions are
made about the condition of streets
is Palo Alto.
When I was a resident of Palo
Alto I asked similar questions about
street conditions and why obstacles

were put in place that made no
sense. I was shuttled from department to department, was told, “It’s
not my job,” had stories made up
out of whole cloth about “environmental” issues, it went on and on.
The city states it is bicycle friendly. That’s until it costs them some
money. You can write to them but
you won’t get a response until you
make
a stink in the Palo Alto Weekly.
Your best bet, Marie-Louise, is
to buy a dual-suspension mountain
bike. It will give you a very comfortable ride and you’ll find yourself actually looking for potholes,
cracks, dips, bumps, anything you
can bang over. Remember to wear
your helmet.
Mike Sowers
Ka’anapali
Hawaii

Union negotiations
Editor,
From the Weekly online: “The
[Palo Alto] police union will defer
its negotiated salary increases, department managers will forgo bonus
payments and about 600 city workers will have to cope with new labor
contracts that, by all indications,

Now on Town Square
Discussions on cooling down the
Palo Alto Chili Cook-Off, goals
for the Palo Alto Unified School
District, area churches’ stand
against torture and other topics are
garnering scores of comments on
Town Square.

will be less lucrative than the one
expiring at the end of this month.”
Will department managers forgo
salary increases as well?
SEIU had offered to continue
the current contract for three years
with no salary increases and just
the current benefits. In addition, the
union was willing to accept some
furloughs.
However, the city rejected this offer. Only the union members are being asked to accept reduced salaries
and reduced benefits. This is grossly
unfair and would lead to hardship
for union members accompanied
by loss of morale and loyalty to the
city.
We must not balance the budget
on the backs of 600 rank-and-file
employees.
Natalie Fisher
Ellsworth Place
Palo Alto

YOUR TURN
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on
issues of local interest.

What do you think? Should Palo Alto explore closing University
Avenue and make “World Music Day” an annual event?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel
and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be accepted.
You can also participate in our popular interactive online forum, Town
Square, at our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Read
blogs, discuss issues, ask questions or express opinions with you neighbors any
time, day or night.
Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing Co. to also publish
it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information contact Editor Jay Thorwaldson or Online Editor Tyler
Hanley at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.

